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T 
here was no better theme  
for the Diamond Jubilee 
of the Loreto Federation 

national gathering of past students, 
friends, teachers and members 
of the broad Loreto network who 
are committed to continuing 
the mission of Mary Ward. I was 
privileged to attend this gathering 
in Ballarat, Victoria which had an 
even greater significance with the 
celebrations of the anniversary of 
140 years of Loreto in Australia and 
the Centenary of Mother Gonzaga 
Barry’s death.

The most powerful message from  

the weekend was that of HOPE. 

With over 400 delegates each with 

a connection to our Sisters and the 

wider Loreto family, all were united 

by their commitment to freedom, 

justice and peace. Together we were 

inspired by the panels of talented past 
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Cover: Timorese mother and child who are friends 

of our Loreto Sisters. The first Loreto Pre-Primary 

School in Timor Leste will be opened in June 2015.

SUSTAIN is published twice yearly by Mary Ward 

International Australia. It is just one of the ways 

we can demonstrate to you how your valuable 

donations are helping to change lives for the better. 

We look to make every donation Sustain change; 

in women and childrens lives through education, 

income generation, health and safety. 

MWIA acknowledges the traditional custodians of this 

country and offers our respect to the elders both past, 

present and future for they hold the memories, the 

traditions, the culture and hopes of Aboriginal Australia.

ACCOUNTABILITY  
AND ACCREDITATION
Mary Ward International Australia is currently 
an Interim Full member of the Australian Council 
for International Development (ACFID). We are 
committed and fully adhere to the ACFID Code of 
Conduct, managing our work with transparency, 
accountability and integrity.

We are also fully accredited by the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), which manages the 
Australian Government’s overseas aid program. The 
rigorous accreditation process provides DFAT and the 
Australian public with confidence that MWIA funds 
only well-managed, accountable projects capable of 
delivering effective development outcomes. MWIA is 
also accredited by the Australian Charities and Not-
for-profits Commission (ACNC) and is a member  
of Make Poverty History.

Mary Ward International Australia is endorsed by the 
Australian Taxation Office as a Deductible Gift Recipient. 
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.

students who shared insight into their 

dreams and careers that enabled them 

to make a difference in the world.  

MWIA launched its new stand-alone 

website in February with the aim to 

provide a link to the works of our 

Loreto Sisters and their projects 

in remote and disadvantaged 

communities. In 2002 the IBVM 

Institute established Mary Ward 

International to support mission of our 

Loreto Sisters around the world. Since 

2006 MWIA has been supporting 

projects in many countries including 

Australia and South East Asia. Our 

website is a window for MWIA 

donors and supporters to witness the 

developments they are enabling in 

these remote communities. 

It is our hope that our MWIA network 

of supporters will continue to provide 

the much needed funds that we direct 

to our projects. In April, we were 

grateful for the opportunity from TIME 

Magazine to connect with their readers 

with advertisements in two editions to 

hopefully expand our reach. 

MWIA’s vision is for a world where 

there are equal rights for women and 

children and a shared opportunity 

for all. To do this we need to do more 

than just provide funds. To volunteer 

with MWIA is to answer the call to 

go where the need is greatest and be 

enriched by the experience of sharing 

our cultures and skills to empower 

and improve the lives of those less 

fortunate than us.

The latest St Omer Scholarship 

recipients have a great story to share 

and as the reader you can appreciate 

their trepidation as young travellers 

and the resulting deep bonds they  

will now hold in their hearts forever.  

Dare to be true...

Have you visited our  
new website yet?

As members of the MWIA family,  

your interest and support is having  

a positive impact on the world around 

us. We are on a path of expanding 

possibilites with our Loreto Sisters 

and project partners. I challenge you 

to continue your engagement with 

MWIA, to nurture a culture of altruism 

and empathy, that is to say it’s not you  

or me, but we.

Yours sincerely,

www.mwia.org.au

SUSTAIN  Mary Ward International Australia www.mwia.org.au
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Mary Ward International helps those 
of us, who live in some level of 
comfort, to say the Our Father with a 
little more integrity. Since God is OUR 

Father… and the “our” is all humanity, 

we need to respond to the needs of 

our brothers and sisters. We want “Thy 

Kingdom Come” to be a real prayer, 

so that our planet might have space 

to heal and to refresh the sources 

which support life. We want to play 

a small part in assisting those people 

who seek access to education, justice 

and daily bread for their communities. 

And we want to support those who 

struggle on the ground resourcing 

those seeking these changes. Our 

enterprise is called MARY WARD 

INTERNATIONAL. What can we find 

in the life of Mary Ward who lived so 

long ago, that might help us keep our 

enthusiasm and commitment alive?

Maybe the deepest inspiration (or is 

it a warning?) that Mary Ward passes 

to us is that if we let ourselves be 

open before a God of Love, we have 

no guarantees as to where we might 

end up! Mary began her life in a small 

backwater of rural England. She came 

from a well-off family, but one that 

made choices which declared loudly 

that integrity in our relationship with 

the Mysterious Other, who gives 

purpose to our life, was far more 

important than wealth 

or political safety. She 

pondered Jesus’ life 

and the example of 

family and mentors and 

found herself drawn 

well beyond family 

expectations  

and familiar territory. 

 IMAGINE 

Above: Mary Ward portrait.
Right: Mary Ward’s signature.

By Sr Christine Burke ibvm

 DARE TO

She glimpsed new horizons as she realised the possibilities  
that women could bring to the service of the Gospel. 

AFRICA
Ghana
Kenya
Mauritius
Morocco
Tanzania
South Africa
South Sudan
Zambia

AMERICAS
Canada
Peru 
USA

AUSTRALIA
Australia

EUROPE
Albania
England
Gibraltar
Ireland
Italy
Spain

SOUTH / SOUTH EAST 
ASIA  
Bangladesh
India
Nepal
Philippines
Timor Leste
Vietnam

Her geographic world expanded  

across Europe, as she walked  

through war-torn countryside to 

present her vision to the Pope. Her 

understanding of political realities 

changed as she negotiated with 

civil rulers, cardinals and popes 

in the process of pioneering new 

opportunities of education and 

spiritual development for women. She 

glimpsed new horizons as she realised 

the possibilities that women could 

bring to the service of the Gospel. 

Her spiritual world deepened to an 

unexpected way of the cross, as she 

discovered that being faithful to her 

“Friend of all friends,” encountered 

through her prayer and discernment, 

cost her the esteem, and brought on 

the wrath of Church leaders. Mary 

Ward came to believe that if she really 

wanted to model her life on that of 

Jesus, God could use her to bring 

about significant change. This is her 

message to us- with its warning: this 

does not mean life will go smoothly!

In an era when education was 

unavailable to girls unless they were 

wealthy enough to be able to share 

a brother’s tutor, Mary Ward set up 

schools for girls in what is now France, 

Germany, Italy, Hungary and even 

in England, under the very noses of 

those who were bent on eliminating 

the Catholic faith. Alongside schools 

for students who could pay, she set 

up free schools for the poor, using 

the funds from the former to support 

these simpler establishments. This is 

what Mary Ward International is doing 

today, although our connections cross  

vast distances.

Those who give money to Mary  

Ward International Australia SUSTAIN 

some amazing initiatives. Those who  

are able to volunteer play their small 

part in making a difference. And  

anyone who is called to give her life  

as a member of Mary Ward’s Institute, 

can be certain that God will keep 

drawing her to unexpected places, 

widening her horizons and 

deepening her yearning as  

she hungers and thirsts for 

God and for justice.

LORETO ACROSS THE WORLD

SUSTAIN  Mary Ward International Australia www.mwia.org.au
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Meet Mundia - pictured above right. 
He is just one of hundreds of babies 
who are alive and healthy because 
of milk formula donated by MWIA. 
Each child on this program had a 

mother who has since died of AIDS or 

another disease or misfortune, or was 

unable to breastfeed due to being HIV 

positive or too malnourished herself.

The children who receive this milk 

formula are indeed the fortunate 

ones. They have, somehow, made it 

to one of the centres where milk and 

other nutritional supplements are 

distributed by a Loreto Sister and her 

colleagues. The story of Little Mundia 

shows there is hope no matter how 

tough life can be, no matter what 

cards have been dealt. 

Four-year-old Mundia was born in the 

remote district of Lukulu in Zambia. 

The country has been ravaged by 

the HIV and AIDS pandemic leaving 

15% of the population HIV Positive 

and an ever increasing number 

of infected babies orphaned and 

stigmatised. Almost 12% of children 

die before they reach their fifth 

birthday. This is a place where families 

endure heartbreaking hardships. It is 

common to hear of mothers bleeding 

to death on an oxcart as the family 

try to transport her for several hours 

to the one district hospital after a 

problematic home delivery.

Mundia was lucky to be born in 

a government hospital, albeit still 

entering into a world of poverty. He 

had a loving mother, Charity Machaha 

and father Nyambe Skops. However, 

tragically one day his mother went 

out into the fields to harvest crops 

and never returned. Mundia’s aunt 

took over the responsibility of raising 

him. He was given cow’s milk but after 

a few months his health drastically 

deteriorated. He lost weight and 

both his hands and feet became very 

swollen, his hair turned grey and his 

lips were peeling leaving them raw 

and exposed.

In despair, his aunt brought Mundia at 

the age of nine months to one of the 

four rural health clinics that Loreto 

Sister Patricia Hanvey manages. It is at 

these clinics and also at a small local 

hospital that Sr Patricia coordinates 

a Baby Milk Program which 

Left: Sr Patricia Hanvey ibvm 
with children on the Baby Milk 
Program; Above: 4-year-old 
Mundia living a healthy life 
after completion of being on 
the Baby Milk Program.

Turning the tide

provides sustenance to orphaned, 

malnourished and vulnerable babies. 

Mundia was put straight on the 

program. It took four months of care 

before his health started to improve 

and thankfully today he is living a 

healthy life. 

We know that change is taking place 

in this isolated region of Zambia and 

a tide is turning due to the hard work 

of our Loreto Sisters and MWIA who 

continue the fight against poverty  

and its causes and to sustainably 

meet the needs of our most 

vulnerable children. Each year, thanks 

to our generous supporters, MWIA 

is able to send $20,000 to care for 

up to 170 babies. This is thanks to 

you, our loyal supporters. Please 

don’t become complacent and feel 

the scope of ‘poverty’ is too great to 

tackle. It’s not, and together we  

can turn the tide of malnutrition.

By Elouise Hahn

In a world where there is so  
much wealth, so many  
resources to feed everyone,  
it is unfathomable that there  
are so many hungry children.
– Pope Francis

 OF MALNUTRITION

Construction of the school has 
begun but we require your help to 
complete the project:

$50 Running water for the  
School & Community Centre 
toilet facilities 

$10 Daily meal for 1 child for an 
entire month

Clockwise: Construction of the Pre-Primary School 
which will also be used as a Community Centre; 
Sisters Diaan Stuart & Natalie Houlihan ibvm 
with friends in Timor; Local Timorese children.

Timor Leste, located over 400 
kilometres north of Australia, is  
one of the least developed  
countries in the world, with basic 
health, literacy and income levels 
similar to sub-Saharan Africa.

Over the past decade, the newly 

independent country has travelled 

down the path of reconciliation trying 

to heal from its violent and traumatic 

history. Most Timorese live in rural 

areas and many households have 

insufficient food to feed themselves 

all year round. According to UNICEF 

two thirds of the population are under 

the age of 25, approximately 40% of 

children are malnourished and more 

than 58% of the population is illiterate. 

With so many young children in need 

of education the school system is 

under-resourced.

The makings of a dream

Gar-uai population  
1.178 million

55% of women 
46% of men  
ARE ILLITERATE

LIVE BELOW THE  
POVERTY LINE

The Loreto Sisters are committed to 

addressing the lack of educational 

opportunities facing the Timorese 

people in the remote area of Gar-uai  

by building the first Loreto Pre-Primary 

and Primary School in Timor Leste.  

The Pre-Primary School will open in  

a refurbished community building on  

1 June 2015, and then will move to the 

new building once it is completed. Work 

will begin on the Primary School to be 

opened in 2016. Alongside this project 

and keeping in mind that education can 

never be divorced from the needs of the 

community new facilities for Community 

Development will also be built.

The path to realising this dream began 

in 2002 following an invitation from the 

Superior General to all Loreto Provinces 

asking them to have the courage to 

move to new places to “take some risks, 

however small in moving out from safe 

and familiar situations” to places that 

would benefit from their work. The 

Australian Loreto Sisters went to Timor 

Leste where Sisters Margie Bourke, 

Natalie Houlihan, Diaan Stuart and 

Francine Roberts are presently living. 

They work together with friends in 

Timor Leste and Australia to realise  

this dream. Your donations will assist  

the Loreto Sisters and the community  

of Gar-uai to sustain and to complete 

this building project.

49.9% of population

SUSTAIN  Mary Ward International Australia
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Loreto Sr Anne Kelly has worked in both Uganda and Timor Leste and  
in 2010 was appointed to a three year term as ibvm NGO Representative 
at the United Nations. Sr Anne has been the Principal at both Loreto 
Coorparoo in Queensland and Loreto Kirribilli in Sydney. She now lives 
in Brisbane assisting Marist Solidarity. Sr Anne writes about her firsthand 
experience with our global plight to stop human trafficking. 

At an international meeting of the 

Loreto Sisters in Spain last September, 

delegates formally declared their 

opposition to the crime of human 

trafficking.

As members of the Institute of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, an international 

and multicultural congregation of 

women religious, we pledge to work 

for the eradication of all forms of 

human trafficking and its causes, 

particularly among women and 

children, wherever we live and minister.

The purpose of this public statement is 

to draw attention to human trafficking 

as a serious social issue and to call all 

members of the Loreto network to 

work towards its eradication.

Trafficking of persons - often referred 

to as modern day slavery - has many 

guises. It includes sexual exploitation, 

forced labour, domestic servitude, the 

illegal removal of organs and child 

marriage. It is estimated that more 

 Human  
Trafficking
By Sr Anne Kelly ibvm

than 21 million trafficking victims 

work as sex slaves, child soldiers and 

bonded workers in the agriculture, 

construction, hospitality, textile and 

fishing industries, generating $32 

billion each year. 

MWIA has been engaged in fighting 

this form of abuse for a number of 

years, as I witnessed during a recent 

visit to the Darjeeling Mary Ward 

Social Centre (DMWSC) in West 

Bengal, India. MWIA supports DMWSC 

in its efforts to improve the lives of 

tea plantation labourers, some of the 

poorest and most ill-treated people in 

the world today. 

The structure of tea plantations is 

feudal in nature with workers following 

rules that have been in operation for 

centuries. Women and children pluck 

the newest shoots of the tea plant, 

while men pack and sort the tea in 

factories. Given their meagre wages, 

parents are barely able to afford 

enough food for their children let alone 

WORKING TO STOP IT!

send them to school, thus ensuring 

they remain trapped in extreme 

poverty for the rest of their lives.

While in India, I was privileged to 

spend time with young women from 

the Siliguri tea gardens, who meet 

once a week to make jute products 

such as mats, coasters and baskets in 

a project known as Ethical Enterprises. 

There was general rejoicing on one 

of my visits at the news that a large 

order for mats had just been placed 

by the government. Elsewhere in 

neighbouring Panighatta, young 

women are taught to make cards and 

other paper products, as a means of 

generating income for their families. 

Both initiatives are funded by MWIA. 

What impressed me about these 

projects was the fact that these 

young women are not only gaining 

new marketable skills, but being 

encouraged to imagine a life outside 

the system they have been born into.

Funded by MWIA the Collective Voices 

program works very closely with adult 

women, employing ‘animators’ to bring 

the women pickers together to discuss 

their problems and develop strategies 

to solve them. I visited several of these 

groups and was amazed on each 

occasion by the positive 

energy the women 

generated, despite 

their experience of 

illiteracy, exploitation and 

disempowerment. 

Lacking education 

and a sense of their 

own worth, India’s tea 

garden families are 

highly vulnerable, in 

particular the adolescent 

daughters who fall easy 

prey to the lure of human 

traffickers promising a 

better life. A crucial and 

complex component of 

DMWSC’S work involves 

finding these girls in the 

countries or regions to 

which they have been transported  

and bringing them home, so that  

the difficult and heartbreaking task  

of rehabilitation can begin.

In pledging themselves to combat 

human trafficking, the Loreto  

Sisters have made their position  

very clear and offer a challenge to 

each and every one of us to join  

them in their endeavour. 

Top - bottom: Collective Voices march against human trafficking; Tea garden children, Darjeeling; 
Young women earning a sustainable income through MWIA’s Ethical Enterprise Project.

Above: A rescued 
trafficking victim and 
her mother, Siliguri.

Left: Sr Anne Kelly 
ibvm with DMWSC staff 
in Darjeeling, India.

SUSTAIN  Mary Ward International Australia
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Above: Loreto Normanhurst students raising 
money to stop FGM. Top right: Sr Ephigenia 
Gachiri ibvm runs the Stop Genital Mutilation 
Campaign. Below: Students rallying against FGM.

In December 2014, Bella George and 
I were lucky enough to travel to India 
and Nepal, and spend some time at 
MWIA projects in the area. We began 
our journey with some apprehension 
as this was the first time either of us 
had travelled without accompanying 
adults. We had open minds and were 
very excited to see what lay ahead 
for us. 

Our journey began in Siliguri at the 
Darjeeling Mary Ward Social Centre, 
which operated as a base for us 
throughout the trip. It was here we 
were first exposed to and warmly 
welcomed by the Loreto Sisters. The 
thought of living with them for 3 weeks 
may seem a daunting task for those 
who assume they wear traditional 
habits and pray 15 times a day. We 
were shocked to find the nuns were 
very young and cool, often engaging 
in lively conversations at mealtimes 
about family, history, politics, food, 
and culture. Our imagined picture of 
the nuns was just one of the many 
preconceptions we had of India that 
turned out to be totally incorrect! 

Our journey continued to the tiny 
town of Lolay, situated on the side of 
a mountain with breathtaking views 
of the surrounding ranges and valley 
below. One of our favourite sights 
was at night when the houses on the 
opposing mountain lit up with lights 
and there became no distinction 
between the stars in the sky and these 
twinkling stars. In Lolay we worked at 
the primary school, teaching English 
to the children aged 3 – 13 years. This 
was a challenging, albeit incredibly 
rewarding experience, as we had no 
training as teachers. 

Annually, each Loreto School around Australia celebrates a Social Justice 
Week or Day whereby the students raise money for MWIA projects or 
other charities they feel compelled to take action for. In each edition of the 
Sustain Magazine we will endeavour to share with you success stories from 
our various schools which have taken on a MWIA project.

Despite the language barrier, we 
became incredibly close to the 
children, enjoying playing games and 
reading stories to them. 

From Lolay, we travelled across the 
Indian border by car to the town of 
Dharan in eastern Nepal. We loved 
getting to know the hostel girls, who 
were not much younger than we 
are, as well as playing with the little 
3 year olds who come for day-care, 
and visiting the Social Centres in the 
river slums where we taught English 
to very disadvantaged children. It was 
exciting to see the reminders of past 
Loreto volunteers who had painted 
murals in the classrooms, and we were 
very lucky to do one of our own in the 
dormitory! 

I loved every moment of my time in 
India and Nepal, and have so many 
lasting memories that will serve as an 
inspiration for action into the future. 
Where else would one experience a 
5.0 earthquake, sleep in a room with 
a very persistent mouse, and shower 

MEMORIES 
THAT  

      LAST A LIFETIME…

from a bucket? Since returning, I now 
have an overwhelming appreciation for 
the rights and opportunities afforded 
to Loreto women in Australia. I am 
incredibly grateful for the St Omer 
Scholarship because without it, this trip 
would not have been possible. I look 
forward to the day when I can return 
to India and see more of this beautiful 
country, its people, the Loreto Sisters 
and their projects, or go somewhere 
else to see MWIA in action! 

The Stop Female Genital Mutilation Campaign run by Loreto Sister Dr Ephigenia Gachiri ibvm 
delivers workshops on how to end the practise of FGM to more than 900 children a year. 

What is FGM?
•  Female Genital Mutilation, according to 

WHO, refers to “all procedures that involve 
partial or total removal of the external female 
genitalia, or other injury to the female 
genital organs for non-medical reasons“.

•  Around 92% of girls will undergo FGM  
in Kenya.

•  FGM is not only traumatic but highly 
dangerous and often leads to life-long pain and 
suffering, or even death.

•  MWIA needs around $7,000 per year to continue 
supporting this life-changing project. You too 
can help by raising much needed funds. Contact 
MWIA to find out more - www.mwia.org.au

By Bridget Sheahan

Below the Year 11 Awareness Raising 
Team at Loreto Normanhurst explain 
what MWIA project they chose to 
support which resulted in raising a 
staggering $20,000 during their Loreto 
Day last year! We can only imagine  
the impact this money will have on  
so many lives.

The fight  
      againstFGM

Last year for Loreto Day, we decided 
to support the MWIA Project, 
Abundant Life Centre, which assists 
Kenyan communities who are affected 
by Female Genital Mutilation (FGM). 
We chose this cause as we felt that 
we needed to give a big helping hand 
to the men and women of Kenya by 
supporting the construction of the 
Abundant Life Centre which was 
opened early last year. This Abundant 
Life Centre will educate the people 
of Kenya about the dangers of FGM, 
it will provide health care to women 
and girls who have been affected, and 
a safe place for those who may be 
affected by FGM in the future.

We decided on the motto, To Respond 
Educate Empower and Support which 
creates the acronym of T.R.E.E.S. 
We believed this was appropriate 

as through our awareness raising 
and fundraising we are essentially 
responding to the issue, educating 
the people of Kenya on the issue, 
empowering women and supporting 
communities. The T.R.E.E.S acronym 
that we created also links to the 1000 
fruit trees that will be planted at the 
Abundance Life Centre. These trees 
will assist the centre greatly as the 
women of the Abundance Life Centre 
will be taught how to harvest and 
grow fruit trees, which will empower 
them as then they can earn their 
own money and will not be reliant on 
dowries. They are then able to support 
themselves without fear of being 
unable to make a living.

During the Loreto Day Liturgy we 
blessed a bottle brush tree as they  
are found all over Kenya. We have now 
planted the bottle brush and believe 
this will help connect us to the women 
of Kenya.

As the girls who put this cause 
forward to our year, we couldn’t be 
happier as to how enthusiastic and 
generous everyone was  
in supporting such a 
worthy cause.

www.mwia.org.au
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One year ago on April 14, 276 girls in 
the north eastern Nigerian Village of 
Chobok were taken from their school 
by Islamist insurgents as they were 
sitting their final exams. 219 of those 
girls are still missing today. This 
tragedy has had an unimaginable 
impact, not only on their families,  
but on our worldwide family.

After the kidnapping, it took several 
days for the news to disperse on 
social media. When it did, the 
#BringBackOurGirls campaign went 
viral worldwide. This hashtag ignited 
a global awareness campaign for girls 
to receive an education safely. 

This tragic abduction has highlighted 
a crisis that is more widespread that 
many may realise. A UN report in 
February found that in the past five 
years attacks specifically targeting 
girls in education were occurring 
with “increasing regularity”. Since 
2009, more than 30 countries have 
experienced a pattern of targeted 
attacks on schools, students, teachers 
and especially girls.

At the time of this abduction our 
Loreto Schools joined forces in 
response mimicking the social 

It was a night to remember with 
around 180 past and present  
Loreto students, Sisters, teachers 
and friends attending the exclusive 
screening of the documentary  
‘No Longer Loved’ written by past 
Loreto Kirribilli student and Loreto 
Province Communications Manager 
Elouise Hahn.

The documentary was filmed in India 
when Elouise returned there in 2012, 
after having spent some time working 
at Loreto Sealdah in Kolkata upon 
completion of her HSC 10 years ago.

‘No Longer Loved’ delved into 
abandonment of the elderly in India. 
Women and men chained by love 
waiting for their children to come back 
for them after they were dumped quite 
literally outside a busy railway station, 
Government Hospital or simply on the 
streets to fend for themselves in old 
age. Many of these women suffer the 
humiliation of rape.

As Pope Francis said earlier this year 
at his weekly general audience “we 
must reawaken our collective sense of 
gratitude, appreciation and hospitality, 
helping the elderly know they are a 
living part of their communities and 

A night to 
        remember... #BringBackOurGirls 

1 YEAR SINCE ABDUCTION OF THE NIGERIAN SCHOOLGIRLS

media campaign #BBOG, by taking 
a large scale photo using students 
to spell out the letters. This was one 
way the students demonstrated 
their commitment and compassion 
towards this tragic situation.

MWIA understands the benefits of 
girls receiving an education. Having 
girls stay in school not only benefits 
the individual, but also increases 
a country’s GDP, lifting entire 
communities out of poverty.

In the slums of Kenya young girls 
face extreme barriers to achieving 
an education. The Mathare slum in 
Nairobi is a particularly perilous area, 
controlled by militia groups and 
prone to extreme violence. MWIA 
has helped with the construction of 
St Teresa’s Hostel in Nairobi which 
provides a boarding facility for 600 
students at St Teresa’s Loreto School.

For the 219 girls still missing their 
fate remains unknown. However, 
as a community committed to the 
education and empowerment of 
women and children we have an 
obligation - to continue to hold these 
girls in our hearts and not forget.

By Elouise Hahn

sources of wisdom for the younger 
generations. It is a sin to discard or 
abandon our elderly”.

A thought provoking panel discussion 
looking into the role of social justice 
within the media concluded the 
evening. Panelists included Director 
of the Australian Catholic Film and 
Broadcasting Fr Richard Leonard SJ, 
Editor of The Australian Women’s 
Weekly magazine Helen McCabe  
and ABC Presenter and Journalist 
Sandy Aloisi. 

Thank you to everyone who turned 
out on the night and also to those 
who were there in spirit. Over $11,000 
was raised with funds going towards 
life-saving projects which Mary Ward 
International Australia supports and 

also to an Indian Charity called Friends 
of Kolkata’s Elderly (FOKE) around 
which the documentary was written.

Top - bottom: Loreto Kirribilli Social Justice 
students volunteering at the event; Past 
Loreto Kirribilli students (2005); Parents 
of past students and friends; Sandy Aloisi, 
Helen McCabe & Fr Richard Leonard SJ on the 
panel; Communications Manager Elouise Hahn 
addressing the audience.
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Partnership for  
justice and development
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    MWIA AT 
LORETO FEDERATION
Now would it not be a good  
thing for all Loreto Girls to federate 
in a great league for a noble end… 
Federate to lend a helping hand 
to whatever is good and beautiful, 
noble and useful in the world around.

It was with these words in a letter 
from 1897 that the idea of Loreto 
Federation was born. As Australia 
moved towards the federation of its 
colonies to become an independent 
nation, Mother Gonzaga Barry was 
inspired by the notion of “uniting in  
a league” by bringing Loreto girls 
from across the country together 
to listen for the challenge to greater 
freedom and generosity that lies at 
the heart of the Loreto spirit.

The result came in 1955, with the  
first Loreto Federation held in 
Melbourne. It was only fitting then 
that 60 years later, Loreto Federation 
took place in Ballarat as we recognise 
140 years Loreto in Australia and the 
Centenary Anniversary of Gonzaga 
Barry’s death.

Loreto Federation is a bi-annual 
conference of Loreto schools 
from across Australia. In April this 
conference brought Loreto students 
past and present, friends of Loreto 
and interested locals to hear talks  
to the theme of ‘Dare to be True.’

With a capacity filled audience The 
Honourable Dame Quentin Bryce 
AD CVO opened the conference 
with MC and Loreto College Ballarat 
past student, The Honourable Mary 
Delahunty. Other speakers shared 
their own inspiring stories including 
ABC Director of News, Kate Torney 
(Loreto College Ballarat, 1985), Child 
Sex Trafficking victim advocate Victoria 
Anderson (John XXIII, 1999), Medical 
Researcher, Dr Michelle McIntosh 
(Loreto Collage Ballarat, 1991) and  
Kim Nass among others.

Kim was able to explain the importance 
of MWIA in supporting the brave work 
our Loreto Sisters are engaged in 
around the world, as they bring justice 
and development to disadvantaged 
communities.

“It was truly a remarkable experience  
to be sharing stories from the 11 projects 
we support across 6 countries. I think 
people have a thirst to know more in 
their personal quests to inspire change,” 
she said. 

Those in attendance were also honoured 
to be joined by 13 international visitors 
from Loreto Provinces around the world, 
including the Leader of the Institute 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Sr Noelle 
Corscadden ibvm.

“It was truly a remarkable experience to be sharing stories from  
the 11 projects MWIA support ... people have a thirst to know more  

in their personal quests to inspire change” You too can be an 
instrument of change:
  Organise a school campaign 

targeting a MWIA project

  Host a fundraising event with 

past students 

  Volunteer with MWIA

Top - bottom: Kim Nass presenting at Loreto Federation; Dame Quentin Bryce AD, CVO and Kim 
Nass; Master of Ceremonies, The Honourable Mary Delahunty. 
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Promote sustainable change in disadvantaged communities worldwide.  
With your help we are making a difference!
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Help MWIA tackle the causes of poverty by empowering women  

and children around the world to receive the education, skills and 

support they need to transform their lives. 

 Opt out of any future correspondence from MWIA  ABN: 15 117 502 477      ACN: 117 502 477

Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible

MWIA at Loreto Federation

To find out more about MWIA please contact us:

Mary Ward International Australia 
Sydney Office 
Suite 105, 3 Eden Street,  

North Sydney, NSW 2060

Ph: 0418 419 706    

E: mwiaustralia@loreto.org.au

 /MaryWardInternationalAustralia  

Melbourne Office 
PO BOX 4082,  

Auburn South, Victoria 3122

Ph: (03) 9813 4023
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 /mwiaustralia 



Creating  
brighter futures

Helping children reach their potential is one of
the best investments we can make to end poverty.

Mary Ward International Australia works to empower women and children across the world 

to receive the education, skills and support they need to transform their lives.

Donate now at www.mwia.org.au


