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ABOUT US 
Mary Ward International Australia (MWIA) is a 
registered charity and is the Australian and international 
development organisation of the Loreto Sisters.

Our Mission is to support the development works 
associated with the Loreto Sisters and their colleagues 
as they empower women to transform structures and 
systems that keep them oppressed and marginalised.
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COVER 
Children attending Primary 
School in the Nymbani 
Village, Kenya. The Village 
supports 1,100 children and 
grandparents displaced by the 
AIDS epidemic and is managed 
by Loreto Sister Mary Owens.

The snapshot of the “classrooms”, in 
each of the six countries, supported 
by MWIA, gives great insight into the 
possibilities for change thanks to our 
committed supporters. It truly is a 
wonder, how so little can do so much!

These are only a few of the wonderful 
stories in this edition.  For me, and 
hopefully you, each Sustain Magazine 
allows you to view our work through the 
lens of the dedicated women who work 
in the field and the visitors and staff 
who have a special connection to Mary 
Ward through our Loreto network.

The world is a very troubled place at 
the moment and we are very lucky 
to be in Australia.  Being part of the 
Loreto family, means we work to be 
socially aware and committed to 
enabling change.  Step by step, slowly 
but surely, we make dreams into 
reality by continuing to offer support 
to our Sisters’ work. As the financial 
year comes to close, please consider 
donating to MWIA, being assured that 
you are making a difference in our world.

Warmly,

Kim Nass 
Executive Officer

Every report we receive from our 
Sisters and project partners opens my 
heart to a range of emotions. There is 
always great joy, a touch of sadness, 
a sense of awe and sometimes 
hopelessness but above all of these 
feelings, is that of huge respect for 
the bravery, determination and love of 
our Sisters and their colleagues that 
enable them to make change happen 
every day.

MWIA is a small, but busy charity and 
thanks to the hardworking team in 
Australia, our Board, Committees and 
of course our generous donors, we are 
able to continue supporting our Sisters 
and their colleagues working in the 
fields across the globe.  

In this edition, we have an update from 
Sr. Anne Kelly ibvm, who visited Kenya 
and Zambia at the end of 2016. Sr. 
Anne’s report on her visit to Zambia 
gives a wonderful glimpse into the 
range of challenges that the Sisters 
and their colleagues face and their 
effectiveness in delivering so many 
life changing programs to overcome a 
range of difficulties the communities 
face in this remote region. 

We celebrate the fact that MWIA, 
remains true to our mission to provide 
educational opportunities for women 
and children living in isolation across 
the globe. 

Make sure to check  
out our website!

www.mwia.org.au

Message from Kim
Working in partnership with the Loreto Sisters  
across six countries
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For many years now, I have been 
passionate about finding ways to 
support people living in poverty in 
their efforts to improve their lives. 
So imagine my delight when an 
opportunity arose last December to 
visit three Loreto women, in a remote 
corner of Zambia, who are focussed on 
precisely the same goal.

Elizabeth Donnan ibvm, Pat Hanvey 
ibvm and Lenah Mambo ibvm (originally 
from Australia, Northern Ireland 
and Kenya respectively) are shining 
examples of ‘best practice’ when it 
comes to listening to and working with 
local communities.

Getting to their home in Lukulu on the 
Zambezi River was an adventure in 
itself.  One or two day’s drive from the 
capital Lusaka – depending on the rains 
-  Lukulu is reached by following a series 
of unmarked tracks across a vast flood 
plain.  Unsurprisingly, most journeys 
involve at least one puncture. I watched 
in amazement, in searing heat, as Sr 
Pat changed a huge tyre in less than 15 
minutes flat! 

Projects of Change
RESPONDING TO 
COMMUNITY 

NEEDS
Population 
14.54 million 

Only 51% of 
girls progress to 
secondary school

One in seven adults is 
living with HIV/AIDS

ABOUT ZAMBIA

60.5% of the 
population live below 
the poverty line

Images
1:  The wife and child of Charles, a teacher who  

started the Mukolisho community school.
2:  Loreto Sister Elizabeth Donnan with Kenny  Chinyama 

Chinyamam who works at the Community School in 
Kayeo. 

3:  Local volunteers taking stools to a Community School.

Community Schools
Over the past eleven years  
Sr Elizabeth has focussed her attention 
on education.  In many parts of 
rural Zambia there are no schools, 
prompting village communities to 
attend to this need themselves.  In 
rudimentary buildings - constructed 
of bamboo, grass and mud - volunteer 
teachers, with little education 
themselves, conduct classes for local 
children.  

Journeying by canoe, oxcart or 4WD, 
Sr Elizabeth visits schools within 105 
km radius of Lukulu.

To date Loreto has supported more 
than 20 community schools in the 
region by sourcing funds from MWIA 
and other donors to build classrooms, 
sink boreholes and to supply desks, 
chairs, textbooks and other educational 
resources, but arguably the most 
important contribution has been the 
community teacher training project.  
MWIA has assisted 50 teachers in their 
efforts to gain a Grade 12 certificate 
and enabled 17 others to obtain a three-
year primary teaching qualification at 
the Mongu College of Education.  

One volunteer teacher, Kanunga 
Sinengela Abel, was so motivated 
to improve his qualifications that he 
sold his bike in order to pay for the 
compulsory interview fee.  Without 
any means of transport, he walked 100 
km to Mongu and 100 km back!  When 
he heard that he had been accepted, 
he asked Sr Elizabeth if he could be 
given a scholarship, but unfortunately 
there were insufficient funds to hand 
at the time.  Undaunted he enrolled in 
the course and struggled as best he 
could to cover his basic needs himself.  
Abel was eventually awarded a MWIA 
scholarship and is now in his second 
year at college. 

MWIA has assisted 50 
teachers in their efforts 

to gain a Grade 12 
Certificate and enabled 
17 others to obtain a 
three-year teaching 

qualification.

1.

2.

3.

www.mwia.org.au
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As Aussie kids prepare to break up for 
school holidays we take a look at some 
of the different classrooms around the 
world, supported by MWIA, thanks to our 
generous donors. 

Education is the gift allowing people 
to flourish and make a difference in the 
world. It is vital to the success of moving 
children and communities out of poverty. 
Sadly, more than one hundred million 
children around the world do not have 
the opportunity to attend school. 

MWIA is dedicated to supporting 
women and children in their quest for the 
education, skills and support necessary 
to transform their lives. Helping children 
reach their potential, especially in 
isolated regions, is one of the single best 
investments we can make to end poverty.

Health Care Projects

In the words of Sr Elizabeth, “Rather 
than introducing our own projects, 
we attempt to respond to the needs 
identified by the local community.”  
Time and time again, I was impressed 
by the truth of this statement, as I 
witnessed the many varied activities 
taking place in Lukulu.

In addition to the Milk project for 
orphaned and/or vulnerable babies, 
with which many readers will already 
be familiar, Sr Pat is involved in the 
following ventures:

•  Counselling and Testing Centre - 
Offers testing and counselling each 
year to more than 2,000 people 
affected by HIV & AIDS.

•  Soap Making - An income-generating 
activity producing soap from atropha 
oil.  Last year when the demand for 
soap exceeded supply, Loreto Sister 
Patricia Hanvey  galvanised people 
into action and within a few weeks 
5,000 more jatropha trees had been 
planted.

•  Tuckshop - An income-generating 
activity which supports other projects

•  Construction - Sr Patricia Hanvey has 
obtained funding and supervised the 
construction of six health centres and 
renovated two more.  Once a clinic 
has been completed, the Ministry for 
Health accepts responsibility for its 
operation, providing staff, medical 
equipment and supplies.

•  ART Treatment Defaulter Tracing 
Visiting remote rural villages with 
health personnel to trace people 
who are defaulting on their Anti-
Retroviral Treatment medication.

•  Home Based Care - 25 Volunteer 
care givers and 5 nurses visit more 
than 150 chronically ill people, 
many of whom are living with HIV & 
AIDS.  This project is now supported 
entirely by income from the 
Tuckshop project.

•  HEPS –  The High Energy Protein 
Supplement is a self-sufficient 
enterprise which allows eight 
impoverished women to earn a small 
income by providing soya bean 
supplement for babies on the Milk 
Program, the sick in Home Based 
Care and others living with HIV  
and AIDS.

The interconnection between all these 
health projects is quite amazing and, 
in my view, an indication of their 
sustainability in the future.  In recognition 
of her tireless efforts, St Pat was recently 
awarded a Certificate of Appreciation by 
the President of Lukulu District.

I enjoyed every moment of my visit 
to Lukulu, including the stunningly 
beautiful sunsets over the Zambezi, 
and came away full of admiration for 
the three Loreto women working there; 
impressed not only by what they are 
doing but the manner in which they  
are doing it.  

 Gari-uai, Timor-Leste 

Loreto Pre-Primary School:  
The provision of quality education is one 
of Timor-Leste’s most pressing needs. 
Literacy levels are as low as 42% and 
less than a third of the population have 
completed primary school.
The Loreto Pre-Primary School and 
Community Centre in Gari-uai is the first 
school to be built internationally by the 
Loreto Australia and South East Asia 
Province and currently teaches over  
70 children in this remote region.

  Vietnam

Children’s Rural Libraries: 
In small country villages, there is 
a distinct lack of reading material 
available for children. Since 2008 
the Loreto Sisters have established a 
network of small libraries catering for 
children, aged 6-18 years.

Loreto Vietnam Australia Program:  
LVAP has impacted the lives of over 
55,000 children by providing them 
with access to improved educational 
opportunities. The children in the 
opposite image attend school in 
the Tien Giang Province. They focus 
intently as they write spelling words 
in their neatest writing.

Images
4: Loreto Sister Patricia Hanvey and Monde Siyoto 
working on the HEPS Project. 5: Loreto Sisters Anne 
Kelly, Patricia Hanvey, Elizabeth Donnan and Lenah 
Mambo in Lusaka. 6: Baby Maimbolwa Monde’s 
mother passed away in childbirth. She is being 
lovingly cared for by her grandparents Edith and 
Kalomo Musoka.

Words: Member of the MWIA 
Projects and Operations Committee, 
Anne Kelly ibvm

  Celebrating 
    our students 
ACROSS 
   THE WORLD

4.

6.

5.
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   Nairobi, Kenya

Stop Female Genital Mutilation 
Program: Following extensive research 
undertaken by Loreto Sister, Dr. 
Ephigenia Gachiri, the Stop FGM Project 
began in 1998. Key findings at the time 
revealed that, out of 72 districts in 
Kenya, only 15 did not circumcise girls. 
Through the Stop FGM Project over 
20,000 girls have avoided circumcision.

  Rumbek, South Sudan

Loreto Rumbek School: Due to economic hardships Loreto Rumbek School 
has become one of the most stable elements in the lives of these children 
delivering quality education despite the internal fighting and famine occurring 
in parts of South Sudan.

 Nyumbani, Kenya

Nyumbani Village Scholarships: 
Nyumbani Village began in 2004 to 
care for 1,100 children and grandparents 
displaced by the AIDS epidemic. MWIA 
supports two orphaned young adults 
from Nyumbani village by providing 
them with tertiary education. 

 Lukulu, Zambia

The Lukulu Teacher Training project: 
This project provides an opportunity 
for volunteer teachers to study 
a three-year diploma in Primary 
Education. Upon completion of the 
degree the teachers return to their 
local area to support the ongoing 
development of community schools.

 Kolkata, India

Brickfield Schools: Since 2008 the 
Kolkata Mary Ward Social Centre 
has facilitated open air schools for 
children living in brickfields on the 
outskirts of Kolkata. Currently there 
are 50 brickfield schools and MWIA 
is proud of its continued support for 
this transformative project. 

SUSTAIN  Mary Ward International Australia www.mwia.org.au
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Connecting Loreto girl with Loreto girl, 
across culture, language and experience to 
meet young women who in so many ways 

are just like them.

We turn left in our taxi, away from the 
noisy, organised chaos of the main road. 
Along with our vehicle, motorbikes with 
entire families on the back squeak down 
the narrow street, brushing past school 
kids making their way home weighed down 
with backpacks. We pull up outside a tall 
gate, open just far enough for us to see a 
familiar smiling face; it is Loreto Sister Hoa, 
‘House Mother’ and host for our visit. 

We have found our way to St Mary’s Hostel 
in Ho Chi Minh City, one of the newest 
works of the IBVM ministries in Vietnam, 
administered by the Sisters and supported 
by Mary Ward International Australia. We, 
a small group of students and staff from 
Loreto Toorak in Melbourne, have come to 
visit, to connect Loreto girl with Loreto girl, 
across culture, language, experience and of 
course food and drinks!

The shoe racks guarding the front door to 
the ground floor entrance of the hostel tell 
a little of the story of the girls who call this 
place home. There are sneakers, thongs, 
dress shoes, boots and sandals; neatly 
stacked two by two belonging to the young 
women aged between 17 and 24 who have 
come from mostly rural areas outside the 
city to study. 

The hostel offers safe and secure 
accommodation, allowing them the 
opportunity to pursue their tertiary studies, 
where once the higher costs of living and 
the risks faced for young women making 
their own way in the big city may have 
proved prohibitive. 

Named ‘St Mary’s’ by the Loreto Sisters, 
honouring the university college with the 
same name founded by the Loreto Sisters in 
Melbourne, the hostel provides meals, small 
individual sleeping spaces, ingenious string 
wardrobes, book lockers and a busy laundry 
in a modest, narrow, two-story house.

A lot more is met however than these 
basic needs in this home away from 
home. The sense of community and 
support is evident from the minute 
we sit down around the central dining 
table, sipping on sweet cumquat juice, 
snacking on delicious fruit and meeting 
the residents. 

Sr. Hoa welcomes us warmly and 
encourages each of the residents, 
sweetly and firmly, to introduce 
themselves in English to the visitors. 
Hesitantly at first, for there is no 
escaping this task, the girls do so 
growing in confidence as they go 
around the table and are joined by our 
Loreto Toorak students introducing 
themselves in English too; for them full 
sentences in Vietnamese is a bridge 
too far as we remind our hosts, praising 
their courage. As key similarities emerge 
of numbers of siblings, musical likes, 
food preferences the St Mary’s girls also 
speak of the new type of family they 
share at the hostel, the time for prayer 
and reflection they share and their love 
of their studies, in business, health, 
education and a range of other courses. 

When the Loreto girls from both 
sides of the world drift off in small 
groups to chat more, quickly turning 
to phones and Facebook as uniting 
tools, a couple of students report 
to the kitchen to assist Sr. Hoa in 
preparing banana fritters for afternoon 

The Australian Loreto students are 
reluctant to leave, drawn by the sense 
of home and warmth of hospitality at 
St Mary’s. This afternoon of exchange 
has allowed them to see another 
aspect of local life in this enormous 
and bustling city and to meet young 
women who in so many ways are just 
like them. Details are swapped, endless 
group selfies are taken, and mutual 
admiration is assured. Sr. Hoa waves 
us goodbye and we know that this 
little pocket of Loreto in a laneway 
in downtown Ho Chi Minh City will 
continue where young women are 
‘doing the great things’ of which Mary 
Ward spoke but could barely have 
imagined over 400 years ago.

Words: Loreto Toorak Director of Mission, 
Michelle McCarty

Partnering Girls with 
ACCESS TO EDUCATION

Loreto Toorak Students Pilgrimage to Vietnam

Images
1: Loreto Toorak girls enjoy meeting the students living at one of the IBVM Hostels in Vietnam. 
2: The shoe rack at the front door to the St Mary’s Hostel entrance tells a little of the girls’ stories 
who live there. 3: Loreto Sister Hoa (right) with a hostel student preparing food in the kitchen. 
4-8: Loreto Toorak students with IBVM Hostel students enjoy sharing time together. Details are 
swapped, selfies taken following an afternoon of  wonderful exchange. 

tea and the beginnings of vegetables 
and rice for dinner. Here the routine 
of the day swings easily into action; 
study timetables and rosters line the 
walls, those out for classes return 
home and we see the difference this 
place is making, in ensuring the higher 
education of these Vietnamese girls 
continues, and that their personal 
development flourishes, supported in a 
new way here by the work the Loreto 
Sisters have always done all around the 
world, partnering girls with access to 
education. For young women who have 
been, in many ways, shut out of these 
tertiary educational opportunities, 
Loreto has found a way to make the 
once impossible, for such economically 
disadvantaged rural girls, possible.

1.

2.

6.

8.
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              The gift of

 HEALING 
‘Madam, would you like an egg?’ 
were the first words spoken to me 
by a young, exuberant Timorese boy 
no older than 10. I had only been in 
Timor-Leste for a few days but the 
harsh reality people face here and 
the adverse effect Australia’s political 
decisions have on this country are, 
in the truest sense, heartbreaking. 
What torment had this child’s 
parents and grandparents lived 
through in a small nation sitting on 
Australia’s doorstep?

It’s hard to comprehend that the 
country’s entire infrastructure was 
totally destroyed by the Indonesians 
as they left Timor in 1999, not to 
mention the two hundred thousand 
killed by their brutal regime. 
Crumbling old buildings still stand in 
the capital, Dili. Some areas appear 
like a war zone. 

Timor-Leste has a bloody history 
marked by the powerful and 
oppressive control of the Portuguese 
(1926-1974) before the Indonesians 
colonised the country, with the 
support of Australia and the U.S. This 
support paved the way for the tragic 
years that would follow. 

According to official Indonesian 
statistics Timor-Leste had 653,211 
inhabitants in 1974. By 1978 this 
figure had plummeted to 498,433. 
Anyone thought to be connected to 
the resistance of the invasion was 
interrogated; cigarettes burnt into 
their faces, women raped. Murders 
were ubiquitous, blood flowed. 
The world turned its back and the 
Australian government was complicit 
under Malcom Fraser, who privately 
acknowledged that the invasion 
of Timor-Leste was ‘of strategic 
interest to Australia’ and ordered the 
only radio link between Darwin and 
Timor shut down, thus severing any 
contact with the outside world.

Nearly four years after the 
initial invasion of a territory only 
15,000km2 in size the Indonesian 
military declared Timor had been 
‘pacified’! Civilians fled for safety 
and lived in the mountains, suffering 
starvation and deprivation. As the 
Timorese surrendered, believing they 
would be given food and shelter 
by the Indonesians, mass killings 
followed. Genocide of the Timorese 
people took place in an unknowing 
world - for Timor had become a 
closed-off country. 

What is to become of the people left in a country 
stripped of their own natural resources and with a 
history marked by bloodshed?

Following an international IBVM call to “go where 
the need is greatest”, the Loreto Sisters have lived 
in Timor-Leste for over 11 years. During those 
years they developed a deep connection with the 
remote community of Gari-uai - an isolated village 
located over three hours from the capital, Dili. This 
welcoming community, feeling strongly that the 
educational opportunities had to be lifted, invited 
the Loreto Sisters to build a Pre-Primary School and 
Community Development Centre. The village is so 
isolated that it has no running water, instead water 
has to be trucked in on dirt roads. 

As Loreto Sister Rachel McLoughlin said: 
“The Loreto Sisters are not only doing 
extraordinary practical works of justice 
but just by their very presence enable 
change in those around them.”

As a Loreto community we have the 
opportunity and also the responsibility 
to ensure that every child in Gari-uai 
has access to the fundamental human 
right of education. Education is the most 
powerful tool by which economically and 
socially marginalised adults and children 
can lift themselves out of poverty.

Through your continued support of 
Mary Ward International Australia we 
thank you for enabling this vital and life 
changing work to grow.

Words: Communications Manager, 
Elouise Hahn

Images
4-7/9: The number of Loreto 
Pre-Primary School students has 
grown to over 70. 
8: Loreto Sister Diaan Stuart 
putting antiseptic cream and 
band-aids on a young boy 
suffering from scabies. 

Images
1: Loreto Pre-Primary 
School students pose 

for a photo as they 
return home after class.  

2: Loreto Sister Margie 
Bourke helps out in 

one of the Pre-Primary 
School classes. 

3: Loreto Sister Ai Thien 
Nguyen enjoys time 

with a Loreto student.   
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Travelling solo in India will remain the most challenging, most unique and most 
fulfilling trip I have experienced so far. India is a culturally rich place so full of 
colour and flavour that it can’t be described in words. Each city in India feels 
like a new country, with different languages, customs and cuisines. 

Just before Christmas last year, I spent a month working at the Darjeeling Mary 
Ward Social Centre (DMWSC) in Siliguri. Most of the work at the centre involves 
improving the wellbeing and livelihood of women and children living in the 
tea plantations in surrounding areas. My main purpose was to assist with the 
Ethical Enterprise project, which is a project teaching 
young women different craft skills, such as weaving 
jute products and making paper cards, which are then 
sold by DMWSC, giving the girls funds to support their 
schooling and school resources, as well as providing 
them with transferable soft skills such as leadership and 
team work skills.

My daily routine consisted of enjoying a traditional Indian 
breakfast of chapatti and chickpeas with the Loreto Sisters, 
joining in a morning meditation and briefing with staff, and 
working in the office. My work included running workshops 
for the staff and refining projects.

The work undertaken by the staff and the Sisters at DMWSC is sustainable and 
practical. Rather than place a band-aid fix over issues commonly experienced 
by women and children in the tea plantations, they held many practical 
workshops and discussions that helped to mobilise those involved. While I was 
there, I was invited to observe a handing over ceremony between DMWSC and 
a community involved in the Collective Voices Project. This projects aims to 
encourage women to create self help groups within their community, which 
creates a support network for them to act on rights relating to their education, 
protection, health and nutrition.

JOYS OF  
 GIVING BACK 

Images
1: One of the tea plantations near Siliguri.

2: Francesca Barberis with one of the 
participants of Ethical Enterprises Project. 
3: One of the tea plantations near Siliguri.

4: The view from the balcony at the 
Darjeeling Mary Ward Social Centre.

Images
5: Girls from the Ethical Enterprises 
Project with DMWSC staff members 
and volunteers.
6: Women from one of the Tea 
Plantations presenting the progress 
made through their self help groups.

The communities involved in the hand-
overs had reached a point where DMWSC 
believed they no longer needed extensive 
support, and this was truly evident during 
the ceremonies. In both the communities, 
women spoke openly about the confidence 
they had gained from the self-help groups 
and from the support of DMWSC to advocate 
for their rights, and support their community 
during times of hardship. My most memorable 
experience from the day was meeting a 
12-year-old boy who was the ‘Health Minister’ 
for one of the Youth self-help groups. It was 
truly fulfilling to understand how much of 
an impact DMWSC had on the women and 
children in the communities, and that the skills 
they obtained, through training and support 
groups, were transferable, practical and 
sustainable and helped communities become 
safer and stronger. 

Lastly, my stay also enabled me to become 
truly grateful to be a part of the extensive 
Loreto network. We had many Loreto Sisters 
visit Siliguri during my stay, including Sr Brigid 
from Ireland, and Sr Deepa who currently lives 
in Lima, Peru. The Loreto community has and 
is helping to make effective positive change 
for groups of people all over the world. I 
feel honoured to be connected to such a 
passionate and effective organisation, as well 
as having so many opportunities to assist 
those in need.

Words: MWIA Volunteer, Francesca Barberis

I feel honoured to be connected to 
such a passionate organisation.
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 Linking Projects with UN Sustainable 
Development Goals ONE 

HUMAN 
FAMILY

The urgent challenge 
to protect our common 
home includes bringing 

the whole human 
family together to 

seek a sustainable and 
integral development. 

Pope Francis

The Framework for our work with the 
United Nations is the 2030 Sustainable 
Development Agenda. This universal 
Agenda is a transformative plan of 
action for the people of the world, 
for our planet, and for our common 
wellbeing. Grounded in, and guided  
by, the fundamental values and 
principles laid down in the UN Charter, 
in particular its Preamble, it is inspired 
by the Universal Declaration of  
Human Rights. 

The 2030 Sustainable Development 
Agenda commitment was made by 
governments on behalf of the people 
they serve. It is a collective endeavor 
calling our national governments, 
local and regional authorities and civil 
society to work together to eradicate 
poverty and give every person the 
possibility of a decent livelihood 
by 2030. It challenges us to end all 
forms of discrimination, to ensure 
our continued existence on this 
planet and to leave no one behind, 
beginning with the most vulnerable. 
As one human family we are aware  
of the absolute importance of caring 
for every member and for the planet 
we inhabit. 

This vision is in itself a sacred reality. 
When the founder of the Loreto 
Sisters, Mary Ward, spoke of “referring 
all to God”, the meaning of that “all” 
has expanded over the years to bring 
me out of my own personal concerns 
to embrace other people, human 
processes and all of creation which 
science is unfolding for us.

As a non-government organisation 
(NGO) associated with the United 
Nations, we collaborate through all 
the works in which our organization 
is engaged and our work “on the 
ground” contributes to the work of 
the United Nations. On the other 
hand, my task at the NGO Office in 
New York is to keep the needs of the 
people we serve, especially people 
living in poverty and those who suffer 
different forms of discrimination, 
before the member states and to 
advocate on your behalf  within 
the UN processes. NGOs have the 
task of ensuring that governments 
fulfil their promises.  United Nations 
Staff, including the Secretary 
General, continually remind us of the 
importance of this role.

Therefore, the Loreto Sisters, their 
colleagues and our wider network are 
all integrated into this ongoing forward 
thrust. Our local institutions and 
projects combine as a global institution 
inserted into these ongoing processes. 

One of the challenges of this task 
comes from the fact that we do not 
see any spectacular results. We only 
hear about what does not work well 
while the ongoing slow progress is 
rarely registered. At this time of crisis 
at many levels, the hope is that the 
work of many generous and noble 
persons will prevail in the end.  It is 
encouraging to see how the SDGs call 
us to responsibility for the integrity of 
all creation, present and future.

Words: Loreto NGO Representative, 
Cecilia O’Dwyer ibvm

About Cecilia O’Dwyer ibvm
Loreto Sister, Cecilia O’Dwyer, is the 
current international IBVM NGO 
representative at the United Nations, 
promoting awareness of and 
communicating on issues of social 
development, gender equity and 
human rights. To stay up to date 
with IBVM developments at the UN, 
please go to: www.ibvmunngo.org

AUSTRALIA
EMPOWERED TO WORK PROGRAM

SDG 10: Reduced inequalities 

SDG 16:  Peace, justice and strong 
institutions

TIMOR-LESTE
LORETO GARI-UAI  
PRE-PRIMARY SCHOOL

SDG 4: Quality education 

SDG 8:  Decent work and economic 
growth

VIETNAM

 CHILDREN’S LIBRARIES

SDG 4: Quality education 

SDG 8:  Decent work and  
economic growth

JOHN XXIII TEACHER  
TRAINING SCHOLARSHIPS

SDG 4: Quality education 

SDG 8:  Decent work and economic 
growth

 IBVM HOSTEL SCHOLARSHIPS

SDG 4: Quality education 

SDG 8:  Decent work and economic 
growth

 MOTHER & CHILD PROJECT

SDG 1: No poverty 

SDG 3: Good health and well-being 

INDIA

 LOLAY HEALTH CLINIC

SDG 1: No poverty 

SDG 3: Good health and well-being

 COLLECTIVE VOICES PROJECT

SDG 1: No poverty 

SDG 3: Good health and well-being 

SDG 5: Gender equality 

SDG 8:  Decent work and economic 
growth

ETHICAL ENTERPRISES  
INITIATIVE FOR YOUTH

SDG 1: No poverty 

SDG 8:  Decent work and economic 
growth

BRICKFIELD SCHOOLS

SDG 4: Quality education 

SDG 8:  Decent work and economic 
growth

ZAMBIA 
LUKULU TEACHER TRAINING

SDG 4: Quality education 

SDG 8:  Decent work and economic 
growth

 BABY MILK PROJECT

SDG 1: No poverty 

SDG 2: Zero hunger 

SDG 3: Good health and well-being

SOUTH SUDAN
SECONDARY SCHOOL CAPACITY 
BUILDING: LORETO RUMBEK SCHOOL

SDG 2: Zero hunger 

SDG 4: Quality education 

SDG 5: Gender equality 

SDG 8:  Decent work and  
economic growth

MASONRY BUILDING PROJECT: 
LORETO RUMBEK SCHOOL

SDG 4: Quality education 

SDG 8:  Decent work and economic 
growth

KENYA
NYUMBANI SCHOLARSHIPS

SDG 3: Good health and well-being 

SDG 4: Quality education 

SDG 8:  Decent work and  
economic growth

 TERMINATION OF FEMALE GENITAL 
MUTILATION

SDG 3: Good health and well-being 

SDG 5: Gender Equality

SUSTAIN  Mary Ward International Australia

www.mwia.org.au
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Partnership for  
justice and development

MWIA regular donor, Gates 
Moss and his family generously 

contribute to our varied 
projects that provide positive 
pathways for people in under-
privileged communities across 

the world.

By phone:
03 9813 4023
Pay via Credit Card

Online: 
www.mwia.org.au
The quickest & easiest way

By mail:  
omplete this form 
Mail to the address below

Title  Full Name     

Address       State  Postcode

Phone   Mobile    Email 

   I wish to receive future correspondence by email If selecting this option please remember to add us to your address book!

I wish to donate    $1000    $500     $100    $50    Other $

I would like to make a recurring monthly gift    

CHEQUE:    My cheque/money is enclosed - Please make payable to MWIA 

CREDIT CARD:    Visa      MasterCard 

    Expiry date                /

Cardholder’s name            Signature      Date: /

SEND TO:  Mary Ward International Australia, PO Box 4082, Auburn South, VIC 3122

I would like to receive information about leaving a charitable bequest to MWIA  

I would like my gift to remain anonymous and not be publicly acknowledged in official documents  

2017_SS_MAG_06

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS DONATION

TO FIND OUT MORE PLEASE CONTACT US TODAY

Sydney Office 
Suite 105, 3 Eden Street, North Sydney, NSW 2060
Ph: 02 8912 1300   
E: mwiaustralia@loreto.org.au

Melbourne Office 
PO BOX 4082, Auburn South, VIC 3122
Ph: 03 9813 4023
W: www.mwia.org.au 

Privacy: The information you provide is confidential and will be used to process donations, issue tax receipts, acknowledge your support and provide you 
with news and information. Our privacy policy is available at www.mwia.org.au/privacy-policy and contains information on how you can correct your personal 
information and who we disclose your personal information to and how to lodge a complaint. If you wish to limit the amount of communication material you 
receive from MWIA please call us: 02 8912 1300 or write to us: Suite 105, 3 Eden Street North Sydney NSW 2060. Thank you. 

Our family has had a very long association with the Loreto community.  My wife Meg 

Morrison, and her sister Marie Morrison attended Loreto Kirribilli from Kindergarten 

to Year 12, and their five brothers all attended the junior school. For the last six years, 

our daughter, Alexa, has been continuing the family tradition.  Loreto’s commitment 

to high quality education is a cornerstone of the organisation. However, this is only 

the beginning as this education is amplified by the community’s commitment to social 

justice through the empowerment of women.

We are very happy to be associated with Mary Ward International Australia because 

of its shared commitment to social justice and the empowerment of the neediest 

among us.  We are confident that our financial support will go to a good cause, 

and importantly, that every dollar will go a long way. In addition, we believe that 

an investment in education and empowerment has a compounding effect in the 

community it serves, as those helped will go on to help the families and communities 

they are a part of.

Our most recent fundraising efforts have focused on programs supporting the 

local refugee community in Sydney through the House of Welcome Program, an 

especially poignant cause given the current isolationist climate at home and in the U.S. 

and Europe.  

Notwithstanding this recent focus, our general principle is to give to general operating 

funds as we have faith in the staff of the organisations we support.  It is best for them 

to have the flexibility to respond quickly to the changing needs of their many programs.  

This is not always possible with directed giving. We would encourage other donors to 

take the same approach when possible.

We, in the Loreto community in Sydney, are among the most fortunate families in a 

lucky and beautiful country.  For our own sake, it is important that we take a global 

view in sharing some of our good fortune with those for whom it means so much more.  

Additionally, I’d suggest it is important to do so in an open and visible way, to serve as 

an inspiration and example to our friends, colleagues, children and their children.

Gates Moss

Why I Give

MWIA regular donor

Mary Ward International Australia Ltd 
Sydney Office 

Suite 105, 3 Eden Street, North Sydney, NSW 2060
Ph: 02 8912 1300

E: mwiaustralia@loreto.org.au
 /MaryWardInternationalAustralia
 /MWIAustralia

www.mwia.org.au 

Executive Officer: Kim Nass  
Ph: 0418 419 706  E: kim.nass@loreto.org.au

Communications, Editor: Elouise Hahn   
Ph: 0418 241 280  E: elouise.hahn@loreto.org.au

Design: Said Company  
Print: Eastern Press Printing

SUSTAIN is published twice yearly by Mary 
Ward International Australia. It is just one of 
the ways we demonstrate how your valuable 
donations are helping to change lives for 
the better. We look to make every donation 
Sustain change; in women and children’s 
lives through education, income generation, 
health and safety. 

       MWIA acknowledges the  
       traditional custodians of this  
       country and offers our respect 
to the elders both past, present and future  
for they hold the memories, the traditions,  
the culture and hopes of Aboriginal Australia.

ACCOUNTABILITY  
AND ACCREDITATION
Mary Ward International Australia is a 
Full member of the Australian Council for 
International Development (ACFID). We are 
committed and fully adhere to the ACFID Code of 
Conduct, managing our work with transparency, 
accountability and integrity.

Mary Ward International Australia is endorsed by the 
Australian Taxation Office as a Deductible Gift Recipient. 
Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.

TICK OF CHARITY REGISTRATION (REGISTERED CHARITY TICK)

VISUAL BRAND  
GUIDELINES

VERSION 1.0 NOVEMBER 2016

ABN: 95 185 481 919

Donate securely online at www.mwia.org.au

Donations of $2 or more 
are tax deductible
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There is no greater 
gift than the gift  
of education

MWIA is the Australian and International  
development organisation of the Loreto Sisters

Donate today www.mwia.org.au


