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Brickfield 

The project’s objective is to deliver basic education in literacy, 
mathematics and life skills to the children of the brickfield workers. 

PROJECT OVERVIEW
The Brickfield Schools project provides education 
for the children of migrant brickfield workers from 
the Dalit caste in West Bengal. It is difficult for these 
children to enroll in local government schools due to 
the migratory nature of this work. The first brickfield 
open-air school commenced on the outskirts of 
Kolkata in 2008. Until recently 10 brickfield schools 
and 20 teachers provided quality education 3.5 hours 
a day, 5 days a week to 590 children.   

Due to the global pandemic and a recent cyclone in 
May 2020, thousands of open-air factories where clay 
bricks are made by hand closed temporarily. Many 
migrant laborers lost their livelihood completely and 
were unable to return to their homes. During this time, 
the Sisters distributed food parcels, cooking utensils 
and clothing to hundreds of families. Fortunately, the 
factories have now reopened and open-air schools for 
children can resume.

CHALLENGES AND SOLUTION
Traditional expectations are that children help their 
parents make bricks, therefore there is a reluctance to 
send children to school. The importance of education  
and its benefits in breaking the cycle of poverty is 
emphasised to leaders, parents and children. 

IMPACT

School enrolments have steadily increased over the 
years with up to 10 schools and 590 children from  
271 families benefiting in the past year. Nutritious 
food was provided to all students who remained to 
complete the school day, encouraging attendance and 
preventing malnutrition. Up to 652 migrant labourers 
and their children received health consultations and  
free medicine.

The Sisters have been distributing food parcels, 
cooking utensils, housing materials and clothing to 
over 400 migrant families during the pandemic. 

ACTIVITIES   
• Provide literacy and numeracy education  

for children 

• Purchase stationery for teachers and students

• Provide teachers with pedagogical skills-training  
to ensure quality education 

• Source teachers from the local community

• Provide access to quality, basic health care facilities 
and free medicine

• Conduct parent-teacher meetings to promote 
health, hygiene, HIV prevention, and water and 
sanitation education

• Educate children and their families about child 
rights, potential risk of child trafficking, early 
marriage and child labour consequences

• Advocate and connect migrant workers  
to government schemes and facilities 

• Provide a meal for all students upon completion  
of their school day

• Distribute food and shelter relief kits

• Educate families about the benefits of solar energy

• Solar lights distributed to families

Schools   




