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The project aims to combat human trafficking, specifically in the 
form of forced marriage, by implementing education and prevention 
strategies that uphold the human rights of all people and give support 
to those impacted. 

PROJECT OVERVIEW
Australian Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in 
Humans (ACRATH) finds that many young women and 
girls face forced marriage without knowing it is illegal 
in Australia. When discovering it is a crime, they may 
be unsure of how to exercise their legal rights and so 
frequently face homelessness and social isolation as a 
result. Leaders of communities are often unaware of the 
legislation, reporting procedures and available support. 
The evidence demonstrates the need to expand the 
work of ACRATH and continue to fund an employed 
Educator to raise awareness and provide support to 
teachers and leaders in Australia.

CHALLENGES AND SOLUTION
Reluctance from school leadership, welfare staff and 
parents to engage with the project. To mitigate this 
risk, ACRATH will offer professional development and 
support to ensure the unit of learning is presented with 
care and cultural sensitivity.

IMPACT
The project will impact at least 40 school communities, 
staff and hundreds of Australian school students. It 
will train approximately 30 priests, ministers of religion 
and marriage celebrants to detect and respond. It will 
engage numerous multicultural communities and faith-
based groups vulnerable to forced marriage in both 
regional and urban settings.  

Ensuring the resource is embedded in school curriculum 
provides new students with information. Professional 
development opportunities for all Educators enable 
ACRATH training and necessary information to continue.

CASE STUDY

Meri*, aged 18, looked forward to a short holiday with 
her uncle and his family in her country of birth. When 
she arrived overseas her passport and mobile phone 
were removed. Meri was kept in a compound for months 
with no contact with family in Australia. Meri was told 
to marry a man in his sixties who was an associate of 
her uncle. Terrified, she quietly contacted friends via the 
internet, who engaged the assistance of her Australian 

school teachers trained by ACRATH. The school staff 
knew from their ACRATH training what to do and liaised 
with the Australian Federal Police to organise Meri’s 
escape and safe return to Australia.

ACTIVITIES 
• Fund an on-going Educator  

• Present the curriculum resource “My Rights - My 
Future: forced marriage” to schools identified as 
vulnerable to the risk of forced marriage

ACRATH IS:
• exploring ways to support schools in running online 

education for their senior students   

• utilising the education resources on the website and 
film clips to help teachers and students during the 
pandemic  

• providing outreach to students, school leadership, 
counselling staff, teachers and entire school 
communities 

• informing the government of the need for support in 
providing emergency and long-term accommodation 

• recording incidents of suspected, planned, and forced 
marriage which contribute to a compelling case to 
advocate the government for systems change

*Name has been changed to ensure anonymity.




