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Enterprise Initiative for 
Ethical

Young Women

The project’s objective is to provide young women at risk with the 
education, skills, and tools required to become strong, 
independent and financially self-sufficient women. 

PROJECT OVERVIEW
The Ethical Enterprise Initiative for Young Women - 
Panighatta Sewing and Sukna Jute Products has been 
operational for many years. These two initiatives operate 
across many tea plantations including Panighatta, 
Lohagarh, Sukna, Gulma, Dagapur and Mohorgon. The 
projects started as classes to teach young women the 
skills to produce paper products, and over time have 
progressed to sewing and jute skills due to increased 
economies and the demand for these products.

Women are at risk of exploitative work practices at 
the Tea Plantations and, should they travel further 
afield to find other work, risk human trafficking and 
molestation. Girls are lured to large cities under the 
pretext of lucrative employment, only to find themselves 
trafficked. Additional skills in jute products and sewing 
give women the opportunity of local employment. This 
training provides opportunities to meet, socialise, build 
community, and learn about laws relating to rights, 
employment, health and protection.

CHALLENGES AND SOLUTION
Many tea plantations temporarily closed during the 
pandemic lockdown. The traditional workers had no 
food or money to support themselves. The Sisters 
provided over 500 food parcels and used a portion of 
2020 project funds to purchase more rations for the 
unemployed workers. 

The tea plantations are again operational and the 
projects are expected to proceed as planned. 

IMPACT
This initiative empowers young women, enhances their 
confidence and will assist them in their business dealings 
or with employment. Enterprises or employment created 
because of these skills generate income for their family 
and community. Some of the girls were able to complete 
their education through the stipend received from the 
project. These girls have become role models for other 
girls in the village, influencing others to become self-
reliant and progressive. Through employment at the tea 
plantation, the program reduces the risk of exploitation or 
trafficking. It also provides a community of young women 
who can support each other.

ACTIVITIES 
• Girls taught the skills of making jute products

and sewing

• Educational talks about career, business, marketing
and communication

• Discussing personal safety, health and rights

• Teachers receive training throughout the year
to enhance their pedagogical skills

• Weekly visits by Darjeeling Mary Ward Social
Centre to assess the program

• Local employment once skills are attained

• Financially contributing to family and the
local economy

• Buying and repairing sewing machines
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