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The project will provide educational training and vital resources to 
community schools within the Lukulu and Mitete districts the only existing 
schools for children to complete their primary education. Education is an 
essential key to breaking the cycle of poverty. 

PROJECT OVERVIEW
The Lukulu people have identified primary education 
as the most effective means of bringing about 
development for their communities. When no 
government schooling is available, many rural 
communities start their own schools to educate 
their children. As community schools are gradually 
absorbed into the mainstream government system, 
more are initiated by communities desperate to have 
their children educated. This project will provide 
teacher training, educational resources and necessary 
infrastructure for the schools.  

Many schools initiated by rural village communities 
lack trained teachers. The objective of this project 
is to train volunteer teachers from rural community 
schools in the Lukulu and Mitete Districts over a period 
of five years. The teachers would obtain a Diploma in 
Primary Education by studying for three years at Mongu 
College of Education (MCE), a college affiliated with the 
University of Zambia.  

A condition of participating in the teacher training 
project is that the teacher graduates return to Lukulu 
District to teach voluntarily in a rural community school. 
In due course, they will be employed by the government 
to teach within this same Western Province, the most 
impoverished province in Zambia. This has recently 
become government policy.  

CHALLENGES AND SOLUTION 
The deterioration of the economy, mainly due 
to endemic government corruption, has further 
impoverished the nation resulting in mass withdrawal 
of international donor support for government projects. 
This has had direct consequences on all educational 
institutions, including MCE. The government has not 
recruited more teachers in 2020 and is unlikely to do so.  

The pandemic has temporarily shut down MCE, and 
students, where possible, work remotely. Those with 
computers have the potential to access the internet,  
but some may not have connectivity in their villages. 
The MCE will be fully operational in 2021.

IMPACT

Loreto has helped train teachers and provide resources 
to 44 community schools in Lukulu. A total of 14 
teachers are currently sponsored at MCE in 2020. 
Trained teachers and improvement in the level of 
literacy and numeracy of primary students enhance the 
possibility of more students progressing to secondary 
education. This has positive long lasting economic and 
social impacts.

ACTIVITIES 

Scholarships

• Provide financial assistance to support potential 
student teachers obtaining the Grade 12 certificate

• Assist with applications to Mongu College of 
Education - affiliated with the University of Zambia

• Regularly monitor students’ progress and manage 
consequences should students not meet guidelines

Details of other achievements within the community 
schools’ project sponsored by the local Loreto Sisters

• Drilling of a borehole at Mukolisho community school

• Desks, blackboards, chairs and tables distributed

• Provide 44 community schools with basic teaching 
stationery and resources

• Basic stationery is supplied to the most  
vulnerable students

Support




